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3F Describing places

A Complete the following mini-dialogues with the correct question tags. Then practise reading them aloud with a 
partner. Take care with your intonation!

1 A The service is awful here. The waiter isn’t very polite,  ?
 B No, I can’t believe how rude he is.
2 A The restaurant wasn’t very spacious,  ?
 B No, it was quite compact. But at least it wasn’t heaving with people.
3 A The diners in there look a bit snobbish,  ?
 B Yes, you’re right. Let’s go somewhere else,  ?
4 A You’ve been to that stylish new café on Queen Street,  ?
 B Yeah, it’s great. And the staff are so welcoming.
5 A We should do something to celebrate the end of exams,  ?
 B Good idea. How about going to Mai Thai? It’s nice and relaxed there.
6 A Yuk! The crockery looks a bit dirty,  ?
 B I know. And it’s so dull in here. I can hardly see the menu.
7 A There are lots of lovely, old-fashioned tea shops in England,  ?
 B Yes, I really miss them.

B Look at the adjectives in bold in the mini-dialogues in A. Find a synonym for each adjective in the box below.  
Then read the dialogues again with your partner, using the new adjectives.

classy courteous gloomy grubby ill-mannered inviting laid-back quaint roomy stuck-up teeming

C Look at the photos of different places to eat. In pairs, take turns to compare two of the pictures. Make sure you use 
some adjectives from A/B and a variety of comparative structures, including modifiers.
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Aims To extend vocabulary to describe a place. To give 
students practice in comparing photos. To review and practise 
using question tags with appropriate intonation.
Time 10−15 minutes
Materials 1 handout for each student
•	 Give each student a handout and tell them to complete 

the dialogues in A. Check answers as a class, ensuring that 
students understand all of the vocabulary.

Answer Key
1 is he 5 shouldn’t we
2 was it 6 doesn’t it
3 don’t they / shall we 7 aren’t there 
4 haven’t you
•	 Elicit when to use rising or falling intonation with question 

tags. Then divide the class into pairs and tell them to read 
the dialogues aloud. Circulate and correct pronunciation/
intonation as required. Once students have practised, select 
different pairs to read a dialogue aloud to the class.

•	 Tell students to complete task B in pairs, using dictionaries to 
check unfamiliar items, as required. Check answers as a class, 
ensuring accurate pronunciation of the target vocabulary. 
Take the opportunity to elicit any other adjectives to describe 
a place that students can recall.

Answer Key
1 polite/courteous, rude/ill-mannered 
2 spacious/roomy, heaving/teeming
3 snobbish/stuck-up
4 stylish/classy, welcoming/inviting
5 relaxed/laid-back
6 dirty/grubby, dull/gloomy
7 old-fashioned/quaint
•	 In pairs, students reread the dialogues, swapping in the new 

adjectives. Select pairs to read a dialogue aloud to the class.
•	 Draw attention to the photos in C. In pairs, they should look 

at each picture in turn and brainstorm adjectives which 
could be used to describe it. Elicit ideas from the class.

•	 In pairs, students take turns to do the speaking task in C. 
Encourage them to offer each other constructive feedback 
on how well they think the task was completed.
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